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The Georgia Conservancy is a Registered Provider with The 

American Institute of Architects Continuing Education Systems.  

Credit earned on completion of this program will be reported to CES 

Records for AIA members.  Certificates of Completion for non-AIA 

members are available on request. 

 

This program is registered with the AIA/CES for continuing 

professional education.  As such, it does not include content that 

may be deemed or construed to be an approval or endorsement by 

the AIA of any material of construction or any method or manner of 

handling, using, distributing, or dealing in any material or product.  

Questions related to specific materials, methods, and services will 

be addressed at the conclusion of this presentation. 
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Copyright Materials 

 

This presentation is protected by US and International 

Copyright laws.  Reproduction, distribution, display and 

use of the presentation without written permission of 

the speaker is prohibited. 

 

© The Georgia Conservancy 2011 
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Good Urbanism 101 Lectures 

 

 

 

 

I. Ten Lessons of 
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Suburban Atlanta                                                             Downtown Atlanta 

GOOD URBANISM 101 

First Question: 

What is Good Urbanism?  
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A Proposition: Three Measures of Good Urbanism  
 

An urban structure - of lots, blocks and streets - that allows for change as the 

future unfolds. 

Good cities change continuously and incrementally. A good urban structure 

serves as a framework for a future that we cannot predict. 

 

An urban structure that provides for both accessibility and mobility ï with a 

dense network of connected lots, blocks and streets.  

Good cities provide for easy connections between places and places, 

between people and places, and between people and people.  

 

An urban structure that accommodates and enables diversity ï of streets, 

buildings, uses and people.  

Good cities are diverse ï their streets, their buildings, their uses, and their 

people. A good urban structure enables and encourages diversity of all 

kinds.   

GOOD URBANISM 101 
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GOOD URBANISM 101 

Second Question:  

Which is Good (or at least better) Urbanism?  

 

 

  

 

 

Suburban Atlanta                                                             Downtown Atlanta 



GOOD URBANISM 101: TEN LESSONS OF URBAN DESIGN 

 

A program sponsored by the Georgia Conservancy, in partnership with Urban Design faculty at Georgia Techôs College of Architecture 

 
 11 
 

 
 
 

 

 

GOOD URBANISM 101: URBAN FORM AND STRUCTURE 

 

Third Question: 

If urban form and structure is the primary measure of 

good urbanism, then what constitutes urban form and 

structure?  
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 A Proposition: Urban Form has three primary parts:  
 

Å The Organization of Territory into Public and Private Domains:  

    The Subdivision of Land into Lots, Blocks and Streets 

 

Å The Public Domain:  

    The Design of Streets, Public Landscapes, Public Buildings 

 

Å The Private Domain:  

    The Design of Private Buildings and Private Landscapes 

 

Creating a Stage For: 

  

Ever Changing Movements, Activities, Events, Uses, and People 

 
 

 

 

GOOD URBANISM 101: URBAN FORM AND STRUCTURE 
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Organizing Territory into Public and Private Domains 

 

Subdividing Land into Lots, Blocks and Streets 

The most permanent part of the city  

Savannah 1733 



GOOD URBANISM 101: TEN LESSONS OF URBAN DESIGN 

 

A program sponsored by the Georgia Conservancy, in partnership with Urban Design faculty at Georgia Techôs College of Architecture 

 
 14 
 

Johnson Square - Savannah 

The Public Domain: 

 

Designing Streets, Public Landscapes, Public Buildings 

The second most permanent part of the city  
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Savannah 

The Private Domain: 

 

Designing Private Buildings and Private Landscapes 

The third most permanent part of the city  
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Creating:  

 

A Stage for Ever-Changing Uses, Movements, and Events 

The least permanent parts of the city  

Savannah - Broughton Street  
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Savannah 1796 

Savannah 1950 Savannah 1837 

Savannah 1734 

Example: Savannahôs Evolving Urban Form Demonstrates Flexibility Over Time  
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GOOD URBANISM 101: URBAN DESIGN 

 
 

  Organizing Territory into Public and Private Domains:  

Subdividing Lands into Lots, Blocks and Streets 

Subdivision Regulations and The Regulating Plan  

 

The Public Domain:  

Designing Streets, Public Landscapes, Public Buildings 

Public Works Design and Public Works Standards 

 

The Private Domain:  

Designing Private Buildings and Private Landscapes 

Designing Zoning Ordinances, Codes and Guidelines 

+ 
Land Uses, Building Uses, Movements, Events 

Zoning, Permits, Licenses, Regulations 
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Ten Lessons For 

Designing Cities 
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Achieving Flexibility Over Time Requires Following These Ten Lessons 
 

 
Lesson 1: Subdivide first; buildings and land uses come later. 

Lesson 2: Design streets as if they are the most important public space, because they are. 

Lesson 3: Design places knowing that places are made, not designed. 

Lesson 4: Make boundaries to bind the cityôs parts, not buffers that separate them.  

Lesson 5: Design in small increments, even when building in big chunks. 

Lesson 6: Think type, not style, as the urban framework for building design. 

Lesson 7: Pay very close attention to fronts and backs. 

Lesson 8: Mix uses side by side and block by block, not just up and down. 

Lesson 9:  Make architecture as landscape, make landscape as architecture. 

Lesson 10:  Invent with vigor, after recognizing Lessons 1 through 9. 
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Lesson 1 

 Subdivide first; buildings and land uses come later. 
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How we divide up our land is more  

important than what we do with it. 
 

Lesson 1: Subdivide First 
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Savannah Philadelphia Atlanta ï North Point 

Atlanta ï Peachtree Center Boston Portland 

Lesson 1: Subdivide First 
 




