
Blueprints for Successful Communities, a program of the Georgia Conservancy, is a unique growth management program 
that places emphasis on the protection of natural resources, brings a diverse group of stakeholders to the table for a 
community-based planning process, provides educational training on citizen engagement and quality growth concepts and 
policies, and maintains active interdisciplinary partnerships to provide a broad range of expertise. From its beginning, 
Blueprints has been a leader in the growth management arena because of the focus on natural resource protection and 
the thoroughness of our community engagement process. 

In 2007, the Georgia Conservancy:

•  With the assistance of Georgia Tech faculty and students, completed two Blueprints projects — one for the 
neighborhood of Piedmont Heights in Atlanta and the second for the city of Toccoa and Stephens County;

•  Worked closely with the communities in the Westside Study Group Area participating in redevelopment planning related 
to the Atlanta BeltLine project. The Georgia Conservancy worked with stakeholders to develop the capacity and vision 
of the Westside communities, while also complementing the master planning and design process of Atlanta BeltLine Inc., 
the agency responsible for implementing the 25-year BeltLine redevelopment project.

• Participated in drafting the Coastal Comprehensive Plan;

•  Continued presence on committees of the Livable Communities Coalition and the Atlanta Regional Commission; and

• Engaged in advocacy on growth management-related legislation, including infrastructure development districts.

growthgrowth

Encouraging quality growth
for generations to come. 



Georgia is one of the fastest growing states in the country — a trend that is expected to continue through 2030. 
Our state’s growth has been accompanied by tremendous development, some of it unplanned and unsustainable. 
Development that degrades and destroys natural habitat is one of the most signifi cant factors contributing to the 
decline of clean water and plant and animal species across the state.

The Georgia Conservancy has worked to conserve our natural heritage by collaborating on a metro-Atlanta 
regional greenspace strategy, assisting in the development and promotion of the Department of Natural Resources’ 
State Wildlife Action Plan, co-chairing the Pine 2 Energy Coalition to promote Georgia forestland as an 
alternative fuel source, and educating land owners about conservation easements and other land conservation 
tools that keep their land green for future generations.

In 2007, the Georgia Conservancy:

•  Continued leadership in the Pine 2 Energy Coalition to promote biofuels, specifi cally cellulosic ethanol 
(from Georgia pine), and build relationships with the forestry community; and

•  Developed messaging and began creating promotional materials for the State Wildlife Action Plan. 
These materials will be used to heighten awareness of the wildlife and habitat priorities found in the plan.

landland

Saving our natural and working landscapes.



waterwater

For four decades, the Georgia Conservancy has been at the forefront of efforts to protect Georgia’s water and 
continues to lead science-based advocacy to protect our state’s water quality. From research on water quality and 
advocacy of sound policy, to our recent work with the Georgia Water Coalition, we have strived to ensure Georgians 
have access to safe and clean water for consumption and recreation.

In response to the strain on water resources brought on by Georgia’s rapid rate of growth, the Georgia Conservancy 
teamed up with more than 150 partners through the Georgia Water Coalition to proactively participate in creating, 
drafting and implementing a statewide water management plan.

We also know all Georgians need clean drinking water and healthy rivers and streams to support aquatic life. 
Because of this, water planning and management continue to be the leading environmental topics in Georgia and 
two of our primary focuses. 

In 2007, the Georgia Conservancy:

•  Continued a leadership role with the Georgia Water Coalition through advocacy on the statewide water 
management plan at the Water Council, drafting fact sheets and talking points and organizing citizens for public 
hearings and meetings on the plan;

•  Continued advocacy at the Board of Natural Resources on water issues — most importantly on the water supply 
watershed buffer rules during the past year; 

•  Conducted research on conservation rate pricing in the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District; and

• Continued to lead the stream buffer variance monitoring network

Protecting Georgia’s rich and
diverse water heritage.



Every two years, the Georgia Conservancy hosts a conference to bring together engaged citizens, educators, government 
representatives, and business and industry leaders for an in-depth review of a specifi c environmental issue. 

With national and statewide energy issues a serious topic of consideration, the Common Ground 07 conference focused on 
energy production and use — both for electricity and for transportation — and the serious impacts they pose for air, water, 
land, public health and the climate. The 2007 conference educated participants about environmental impacts of energy 
production and use; current issues related to climate change, energy effi ciency and renewable energy in Georgia; and ways for 
individuals, business, industry and government to decrease energy use in their own sectors.

In 2007, the Georgia Conservancy:

•  Hosted Common Ground 07: Advancing Clean Energy Solutions for Georgia, drawing nearly 300 attendees.

•  Provided attendees with 19 workshops and more than 50 speakers, including keynote speakers Terry Tamminen and Mike 
Tidwell, on subjects ranging from greening our growth patterns to whether nuclear power is an answer to climate change to 
what each of us can do in our own lives and businesses to reduce energy usage. 

•  Offered an Energy 101 session the evening before the main conference to educate more than 100 attendees on the basics 
of energy production and consumption around the world, in the United States and in Georgia.

An educating and energizing experience.



Income & Expenses
Income

Corporate $317,251

Foundation $642,204

Government & Miscellaneous $109,116
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Special Events $309,956

Total $1,874,540

Expenses

Programs $1,012,906

General/Administrative $380,344

Resource Development $288,743

Special Events $102,944

Total $1,784,937
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2007 Donors — Thank you to the individuals, corporations, foundations and organizations who generously supported the Georgia Conservancy in 2007 and its leadership role in managing statewide  
environmental programs and initiatives to protect Georgia’s natural environment and resources. Due to space limitations, donors of $100 or more are listed, and every effort was made to correctly list these  
donors from Jan. 1, 2007 – Dec. 31, 2007. If you notice an omission or error, please contact the development office at 404-876-2900 or mail@gaconservancy.org. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Hansford Sams Jr.
James & Dorothea Sanders
Julie & Chris Sawyer
Jeff Seabright
Carl Seville
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Seydel
John & Janice Shackleton
Mr. & Mrs. Stanton J. Shapiro
Howard Sharfstein
Kimberly Rask & Martin Sheline
Dayton L. Sherrouse
Marilyn & Joshua D. Shubin
James M. Sibley
Ashley Simpson
Tina & Mike Sizemore
SkyWash Company
Emily & John Smith
Lynne Borsuk & Rob Smulian
Mr. & Mrs. John Stagmeier
Patricia & August Staub
Sarah Steffan
Mason & Linda Stephenson
Linda & Preston Stokes
Beth Studley
Julie & Ben Taube
G. Kimbrough Taylor Jr.

Robert J. Taylor IV
Jeanie & Bill Thomas
Robert Thomas
William & Mildred Tietjen
Trinity School
Sandy & Sam Trowell
Turknett Leadership Group
Dr. & Mrs. Loyce W. Turner
Steven Brown &  
  Elizabeth Turner
Dr. Carl W. Tyler Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Van Winkle
Bill Verner
Jeptha H. & Emily V. Wade
Allan Wadsworth
Holly Walquist
Jack V. Walz
Josh Warmack
Leigh & Thad Watters
Tracey & Joseph Robert  
  Watters
Chrissie & James Wayt
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse J. Webb
Donald & Rosemary Weber
WellPoint Foundation
Amber Welsh
Martha & David Westerfield
Fred Wetherington
Bill & Jane Whitaker
Cissie White
Myles Smith & Ortrude White
Patricia White
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Whiteaker
Shannon Whitworth
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Wilber
The Wilderness Society
Jane & Paul Wilgus
Anna Shea Wilhoit
Dov & Julie Wilker
Representative Joe &  
  Patricia Wilkinson
Dr. & Mrs. John L. Williams
Marshall Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Neal L. Williams
Mrs. Spain Willingham
Doris & Jim Willmer
Marianna Wilson
Susan J. Wilson

Rabbi Harvey J. Winokur
Susan & Elliott Winton
Catherine & Robert  
  Woodward
Dr. & Mrs. Bolan P. Woodward
Karen & Jeff Woodward
Randy & Sue Wootton
Becky & Brian Wright

Jeannie B. Wright
Mr. & Mrs. James Hill Wylie
Anne & Harvey Young
Lynnette Young
Mr. & Mrs. Erwin Zaban
Tom Davis & Maureen Zent
Jerry Zolkowski

In-kind Donors of Goods & Services 

Staff Listing 2007

AT&T 
Edelman
Federal Home Loan  
  Bank of Atlanta
Georgia Forestry Commission
Georgia Power Company
The Hauser Group
Interface, Inc.
Luckyfish Studios
Moon River Brewing Company

Patagonia Atlanta
Primerica Financial Services
Southface
Sweet Grass Dairy
Sterling Planet
Sweetwater Brewing Company
Tiger Mountain Vineyards
Whole Foods Markets
Zipcar

James S. Stokes 
President

Marianna Anderson 
Financial Manager

Saskia Benjamin, Growth  
Management Program Manager

Lisa Duck, CFRE 
Director of Development

Karen Garland 
Environmental Education 
Senior Manager

Bonnie Jackson 
Operations Manager

Julie V. Mayfield 
Vice President and  
General Counsel

Stephanie McNicoll 
Director of Marketing  
and Communications

Sanders Moore 
Program Assistant

Lisa P. Patrick 
Executive Assistant 

Gayle Popham, CFRE 
Vice President, Development 
and Communications

Sonia Smith 
Development Assistant

Shana L. Udvardy 
Water Program Manager

Rebecca Watts Hull 
Mothers & Others for Clean Air 
Program Manager

Coastal Office

Will Berson 
Coastal Policy Analyst

Patty McIntosh 
Vice President, Coast

Summer Teal Simpson 
Coastal Program Assistant
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